
Non-profit standard mail 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 11 

Smithfield, NC 

Centenary United Methodist Church 

140 E Market St 

Smithfield, NC  27577 

Change Service Requested 

Centenary United Methodist Church  
140 East Market St  

Smithfield, NC 27577  
Phone: 919 -934 -2333  

Fax: 919 -934 -9547  

 The Centenary Messenger 

November 2011  

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors 

 òSo deeply do we care for you that we are de-

termined to share with you not only the gospel of God 

but also our own selves, because you have become 

very dear to us.ó  1 Thessalonians 2:8 

 

  On October 9, 2011 our church celebrated another 

Charge Conference.  Certainly, we accomplished some 

church business.  However, the majority of our time was 

spent celebrating the advancement of Centenary.  Over 

the last three years our church fellowship has increased by seventy new mem-

bers.  We have also celebrated the baptism of 31 babies.   Our district super-

intendent encouraged us to continue our efforts.  He also asked that we share 

goals for the church and he received great response.  

 As one of your pastors I learned that our laity are excited about the fu-

ture of Centenary.  They shared their hopes and dreams.  Various ministries 

surfaced to include exploration/expansion of senior adult care, exploration of 

after school care, and expansion of the S.A.M. Food Closet.  We were encour-

aged by our district superintendent to allow God to lead us down the correct 

paths.  

 I trust that you will continue to pray for guidance.  If you are skeptical 

about the moving of Godõs Spirit in the life of Centenary, please ask God to 

give you a clearer picture of his purpose for the church.  

 Remember, with God all things are possible.  All we have to do is put feet 

to our prayers and let God handle the rest.  As we work for the Lord, he will 

provide all our needs.  

Blessings, 

David       
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Church  Finance Report for period ending October 2011 
 

Revenues                 $ 433,380 

Expenses                 $ 426,634 
 

Past Due Conference Obligation $ 29,629 

TV ministry  

 

Our TV ministry is an all-volunteer outreach. The only cost is air time  

and maintenance on the equipment.  

 

Your financial support makes this important ministry to our  

homebound viewers possible.  

 

                                         Please consider designating a contribution to TV! 

 

On Sunday, November 6, you will be given the opportunity to make a 

commitment to LOVE, GROW, SERVE, and SHARE during our one 

worship service on that day. 
 

Jesus expects his disciples toé 

é LOVE God, family and one another 

é GROW in his spirit 

é SERVE God and our neighbors around the world 

é SHARE our time, talents and treasures so that all people will know His good news 

 

A commitment card will be mailed to you prior to November 6 so that you can pray for 

Godôs guidance in your decision. 

To celebrate your decision we will have a free catered luncheon in Wesley Hall following 

our Commitment Service. You will need to complete a reservation card for this celebration. 

The church family would like to thank 

Genevieve Woodall for her lovely gift of 

the framed print of the painting ñRescue of 

the Perishingò by John Katerberg.  You can 

view this beautiful picture on the third floor 

hall next to the Trophy Cabinet. 
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November Birthdays 
 

2nd     Jesse Pittard   

    A. Rollins Johnson  

3rd       Clay Woodruff  

    Ken Murphy  

    Joel Bateman  

    Tiffany Holland  

          Charline Beck 

6th        Janice Bateman  

    Cathi Holloman  

    Jonathan Strickland  

7th        Parker Tubb   

    Jack Wooten III  

          William Denning 

    Charles T. Parrish 

          Ashley Desmarias  

8th        Joe Patterson   

          Meredith Williams  

9th      Sandra Edwards  

10th     Julie Dorman  

   Will Spence  

   David Sawrey   

   John Parrish   

11th     Jennifer Weston   

12th     Meredith Koebley  

          David Koebley  

13th     Meghan Lock   

          Missy Foos  

14th    David Beck  
 

15th      Jackson Parker   

          Mary Catherine Pilkington  

16th     Shirley Dorman   

 Mary Helen Spence  

   Barbara Williford   

17th      Taylor Hamilton   

   Julie Hopkins  

          Joe Triplett  

18th      Nathan Hoyt            

19th      Betty Jo Underwood   

20th      Dana Wooten   

21st       Connie Johnson   

23rd      Tom Moore   

24th       Ken Mitchell   

   Gary Ridout   

25th   Sandra Strickland  

  Addie Sellers   

   Perry Harris   

   Tammy Dorman   

26th      Savannah Hines  

   Doug Blizzard Jr. 

          Trip Triplett  

28th       Bonnie Wilkinson  

  Carolyn Williams  

           Sonya Kiser 

29th       Hunter Corbett  

           Cameron Hoyt 

30th     Becky Kinkade  

 

November 

 Anniversaries  
 

 

 

9th Ruffin & Connie Johnson 

18th           Dan & Elizabeth Rathburn 

20th Jimmy & Lillian Lawrence, Jr. 

25th Larry & Louise Stancil   

29th Sherrill & Sherry Peterson  

           David & Jenny Batten Wiley 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Arthur Davis  

 

Mrs. Carolyn Williams 

Mrs. Jo Ann Williams 

Memorials   
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Dear Centenary family, 

 

Thank you very much for cleaning up my yard after Hurricane Irene.  We appreciate you send-

ing Les Stone and Andrew Tatum to help Evelyn out in her time of need. 

 

Regards, The Aycocks 

To Centenary UMC, 

 

I am, at 105 years of age, most blessed to be a part of Centenary.  Many thanks to the church 

family for the glorious flower arrangement on the altar Sept. 18, features in the bulletin and 

newsletter and the many cards and good wishes on the occasion of my birthday. 

 

In Godôs service, Rose Grantham Patterson 

Dear Church family of Godôs Angels, 

 

If you donôt want to have your hand crushed, be patted, hugged or kissed, then you better hide 

when you see Whit or me coming.  Words seen so meaningless for expressing the love, gratitude, 

amazement, appreciation and a bursting fullness in my heart, mind and soul.  The cancer diag-

nosed 9 months ago has been the best thing that has happened to me.  It has opened my eyes to 

the beauty of Godôs incredible plan for my life and to the beauty of Godôs servants.  I am not in 

control except in the way I react to my circumstances and even God controls that come to think of 

it.  Look at my face, my energy, my zest for each 24 hour period all controlled by Godôs unending 

love, mercy and kindness.  No, words won't do, but when I shout out a million mile ñThank Youò, 

youôll know whatôs behind it. 

 

In Christian love, Cindy 

 

 

How does one so blessed say ñthank youò to so many?  Here goes my effort, no matter how fee-

ble. 

 

First, thank you for your extraordinary love for Cindy, expressed so often over such an expanse of 

time.  God has used each of you as a vessel of his mercy through all your deeds of kindness and 

your quiet moments of prayer.  God has truly lifted her through you. 

 

Secondly, thank you for your constant and unwavering support for me while I attempt to be eve-

rything I can be for Cindy.  You just remind us both that we have all we need thorough Christ and 

his disciples here at Centenary, and Cindy and I pledge to ñPay it forwardò. 

 

Whit.  

From Our Church Family 
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Two simple words that say so very muché ñThank youò.  They are so short and 

yet sometimes we find ourselves forgetting to say them.  We are drawing near once again 

to the season of Thanksgiving; the season of turkey, pumpkin pie, football, and grateful 

hearts.  We are each richly blessed by God.  Though our lives have dark times, and 

stormy days, we are still surrounded by the goodness and grace of our Lord.  As a church 

family, we are also surrounded by the love of our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

As we spend some time this month thinking about the blessings in our lives, let us 

not miss two  opportunities.  The first almost goes without saying, let us have grateful 

and humble hearts before God.  Seek out His blessings in your life in whatever forms 

they present themselves and thank Him.  It may be something as simple as a smile from 

a friend, the laughter of a child, or a beautiful day.   

 

Additionally, let us not forget to thank the people who surround us with love.  This 

month let us try even harder to appreciate those who serve us and those who guide us to-

wards God through word and example.  If you appreciate your neighborôs kindness, your 

Sunday School teacherôs patience, or your familyôs forgiveness; be sure to tell them.  

Simply saying ñthank youò is more than polite, it binds us together in service and humil-

ity and strengthens us in the grace of God. 

 

Shalom, 

Meagan 

Message From Meagan 

 

Psalm 100 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 

Worship the LORD with gladness; 

come before him with joyful songs. Ο 
Know that the LORD is God. Ο    

It is he who made us, and we are his; Ο    
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving  

and his courts with praise; Ο    
give thanks to him and praise his name. Ο 

For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;  

his faithfulness continues through all generations. 




