CENTENARY CHILDREN’S CELEBRATIONS


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS FOR MAY
PRESCHOOL CLASSES
· MAY 1  JESUS APPEARS ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS, LUKE 24:13-35
· MAY 8 JESUS ASCENDS TO HEAVEN , MATTHEW 28:16-20, ACTS 1:1-9
· MAY 15  PAUL’S JOURNEYS, ACTS 16:9-15
· MAY 22  PAUL AND SILAS IN PRISON, ACTS 16:16-34
· MAY 29  PAUL IN JERUSALEM, ACTS 21:17-22
· BIBLE VERSES  “HOW GOOD IT IS TO SING PRAISES TO OUR GOD” PSALM 147:1  “ THANKS BE TO GOD FOR JESUS” 2 COR. 9:15  “JESUS SAID GO TELL THE GOOD NEWS” MARK 16:15
ELEMENTARY CLASSES
· MAY 1  THE WOMAN AT THE WELL, JOHN 4
· MAY 8  ZACCHAEUS, LUKE 19:1-10
· MAY 15 PAUL, ACTS 9:1-19
· MAY 22  LYDIA, ACTS 16:11-15
· MAY 29  PETER AND CORNELIUS, ACTS 10:1-48
· 
· BIG IDEA: WE BELIEVE THAT GOD’S PRESENCE IN OUR LIVES CAN COMPLETELY CHANGE US.
· BIG THEME: IT IS TIME FOR A CHANGE
· BIBLE VERSE: ANYONE WHO BELONGS TO CHRIST IS A NEW PERSON.  THE PAST IS FORGOTTEN AND EVERYTHING IS NEW.  2 COR 5:17

UPCOMING EVENTS
· MAY 22: CHILDREN WILL BE HONORED IN THE ELEVEN O’CLOCK SERVICE FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES, CHOIR GRADUATION AND CHILDREN WORSHIP COMPLETION.  CHILDREN’S CHOIR WILL ALSO SING.
· JUNE 19-24:CHILDREN’S CHOIR CAMP AT LAKE JUNALUSKA
· JULY 10-14 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL “PANDAMONIUM

THANK YOU 
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED WITH THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR FUND RAISER.  WE RAISED AROUND 1000.00 TO GO TO OUR CHILDREN’S CHOIR EXPENSES.  JUST FOR YOUR INFORMATION WE HAVE A BUDGET OF 1500.00 FOR THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR.  THE MAJORITY OF THAT BUDGET IS SPENT ON THE CHRISTMAS CANTATA AND THE FALL FESTIVAL.  THIS FUNDRAISER ALLOWS US TO EXPAND OUR PROGAMMING.
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
· SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL WILL BEGIN JUNE 12.  FURTHER INFORMATION WILL BE IN THE JUNE NEWSLETTER.
· PAIGE TRIPLETT OUR MOTHERS MORNING OUT DIRECTOR WILL BE ATTENDING A MUSIKGARTEN TRAING PROGRAM THIS SUMMER FOR PRESCHOOL MUSIC.  WE HOPE TO USE THIS PROGRAM FOR OUR YOUNG PRESCHOOLERS IN BOTH CHILDREN’S CHOIR AND MMO/PRESCHOOL.  LOOK FOR MORE EXCITING INFORMATION IN AUGUST ABOUT OUR NEW MUSIC VENTURES.

CHILDREN WORSHIP
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE CHILDREN WORSHIP CLASSES.  WE HAD FIFTEEN PARTICIPANTS.  I WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH THOSE WHO NEED TO MAKE UP A CLASS IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS.  IN THE FALL WE WILL HAVE ANOTHER CLASS FOR THOSE UNABLE TO ATTEND.  THE PARTICIPANTS AND I HAVE TALKED ABOUT OTHER CLASSES TO ANSWER SOME OF THE CHILDREN’S QUESTIONS ABOUT OUR METHODIST BELIEFS. LOOK FOR INFORMATION ABOUT UPCOMING CLASSES IN AUGUST.

OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER AND GIVE BACK
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING THIS SUMMER WE HAVE OPPORTUNITIES IN THE AREAS OF VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AND SUNDAY SCHOOL.  SUNDAY SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS WOULD INVOLVE ONE SUNDAY.
ALSO PLEASE DO NOT FORGET OUR BACKPACK BUDDIES PROGRAM.  IF YOU HAVE NOT BROUGHT ITEMS TO PACK PLEASE CONSIDER DOING SO.  YOU MAY PUT THE ITEMS IN THE RED WAGON AT THE TOP OF THE CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL HALL.

SAFE SANCTUARY
IN THE ONGOING UPDATING OF OUR SAFE SANCTUARY FOR YOUR CHILDREN, WE HAVE INFORMATION SHEETS FOR YOUR CHILD.  IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY FILLED ONE OUT WE WOULD APPRECIATE IF YOU WOULD.  FORMS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE OFFICE AND OUTSIDE THE NURSERY DOOR.  THE FORMS WILL BE IN MY POSSESSION EACH SUNDAY IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY.

PARENTING IDEAS
I ATTEND A BIBLE STUDY IN RALEIGH EACH WEEK AND THIS YEAR WE STUDIED THE BOOKS OF JOSHUA AND EPHESIANS.  CHAPTER SIX OF EPHESIANS TALKS ABOUT CHILDREN AND THEIR OBEDIENCE TO THEIR PARENTS AND PARENTS RESPONSIBILITY TO THEIR CHILDREN.  THE ACTUAL VERSES ARE:
“CHILDREN, OBEY YOUR PARENTS IN THE LORD, FOR THIS IS RIGHT.  HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER-WHICH IS THE FIRST COMMANDMENT WITH A PROMISE-THAT IT WILL GO WELL WITH YOU AND THAT YOU MAY ENJOY LIVING LIFE ON THE EARTH.  FATHERS DO NOT EXASPERATE YOU CHILDREN, INSTEAD BRING THEM UP IN THE TRAINING AND INSTRUCTION OF THE LORD”   EPHESIANS 6:1-4
OUR TEACHING LEADER TALKED ABOUT HOW IMPORTANT IT IS FOR US TO TEACH OUR CHILDREN OBEDIENCE, THAT IT IS NOT A BAD THING TO DO BECAUSE IT SHOWS OUR CHILDREN HOW THEY ARE TO BE OBEDIENT TO THEIR HEAVENLY FATHER ALSO.  I HAD NEVER THOUGHT ABOUT THAT.  MY CHILDREN BEING OBEDIENT TO ME HELPS THEM BECOME OBEDIENT TO GOD.  SHE SHARED A STORY ABOUT AN AFRICAN FATHER WHO SAW A VERY POSIONOUS SNAKE OUTSIDE WHERE HIS CHILD WAS PLAYING.  HE HAD ONE CHANCE TO SAVE THIS CHILD.  HE SAID TO THE CHILD COME!  THE CHILD STOOD UP AND CAME.  THE SNAKE SLITHERED AWAY.  OBEDIENCE SAVED THAT CHILD’S LIFE.  OBEDIENCE TO GOD CAN SAVE OUR LIVES ALSO.  MY TEACHING LEADER IS THE MOTHER TO SIX CHILDREN; FOUR ARE QUADS SO SHE HAD A LOT ON HER PLATE RAISING HER CHILDREN.  SHE SAID SHE TRIED THE COME!!! ON THEM AND IT DID NOT WORK AS I AM SURE IT WOULD NOT WORK ON MY BOYS BUT IT IS A GREAT CHALLENGE TO ALL OF US TO RAISE OUR CHILDREN WITH OBEDIENCE AS A PRIORITY.  
THE LAST PART OF THE EPHESIANS PASSAGE IS MY CHALLENGE TO YOU ALL FOR THIS BUSY MONTH OF MAY AND THE SUMMER.  “FATHERS………..INSTEAD BRING THEM UP IN THE TRAINING AND INSTRUCTION OF THE LORD” EPHESIANS 6:4
BRING YOUR CHILDREN TO SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S CHURCH.  LET US HELP YOU IN THE INSTRUCTION OF THE LORD.

